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NOTEWORTHY RHODE ISLAND PLANTS. 

S. N. F. Sanford. 

Although a botanist’s chief pleasure may come through the 
discovery of new species, the range extension of well-known plants, 
and the location of unreported stations, add not a little to his enjoy¬ 
ment, and often prove useful. It seems worth while, therefore, to 
record a few such plants collected by the writer, especially those 
from certain towns in Newport County which have not been fully 
covered by local floras. 

Sparganium eurycarpum Engelm. Little Compton. In shallow 
water of a pond. Infrequent. 

Potamogeton bupleuroides Fernald. Newport, Middletown and 
Little Compton. Ponds, under brackish influence. The discovery 
of the Little Compton station for this plant tends to confirm Prof. 
M. L. Fernald’s suggestion that the Potamogeton perfoliatus L. of 
early R. I. botanists may have been P. bupleuroides. Reported by 
Olney, 1847, from Little Compton and Providence. 

Vallisneria Americana Michx. Little Compton. Pond, possibly 
Olney’s (1847) original station. Aiso recorded from Providence and 
Barrington. A plant of wide range, but far from common. 

Eciiinocloa Walteri (Pursh) Nash. Middletown, Little Compton 
and Barrington. Sandy marshes near salt water. Apparently 
frequent along the coast. 

Cenchrus carolinianus Walt. Little Compton. Sandy soil, 
near ocean. Infrequent. 

Glyceria septentrionalis Hitchc. Tiverton. Some of the 
older Mass, and R. I. records for Glyceria fluitans (L.) R. Br. may be 
this species. 
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Glyceria acutiflora Torr. Tiverton. Occasional, bog holes in 
woods. Roots freely at the nodes, forming loosely spreading clumps. 

Elymus virginicus L. var. iialophilus (Bicknell) Wiegand. 

Prudence Id. (Portsmouth). Salt marshes. Probably not uncommon 
in its preferred habitat, and doubtless included in older collections 
with Elymus virginicus L., from which it was separated by Bicknell 
as E. Iialophilus, but more recently changed, by Wiegand, to a variety 
of E. virginicus. 

Cyperus Grayii Torr. Little Compton. Sandy shores, near 
ocean. Recorded from coastal towns of Mass, and R. I., but appar¬ 
ently the stations are few. Recently reported from Westerly, R. I. 

Smilax herbacea L. Warren and Bristol. Frequent rather 
than common. Individual plants in a colony seldom numerous. 

Pogonia verticillata (Willd.) Nutt. Tiverton. Open woods 
and shaded thickets. Probably not common anywhere in New Eng¬ 
land, and comparatively rare in Rhode Island. 

Glaucium flavum Crantz. Prudence Id. (Portsmouth) and 
Bristol. In beach shingle, on cliffs, and in waste places, on or near 
the coast. Also reported from Portsmouth, Little Compton, Conani- 
cut Id., and “Mt. Hope Bay,” It. I. Prudence Id. may be Olney’s 
original station. Introduced and local. 

Rubus rhodinsulanus Bailey. Prudence Id. (Portsmouth), in 
Narragansett Bay. Dry, open, sandy pastures, forming circular 
patches, the runners—often 5 or 0 feet long—extending like spokes 
from the hub of a w'heel. 

A new species, recently described by L. II. Bailey in Gentes Herba- 
rum, vi. Rubus. Oct., 1925, pp. 233, 242, 243. Somewhat resembles 

Rubus arenicola Blanchard. May not be confined to this island. 

1 / 

Strophostyles helvola (L.) Britton. Prudence Id. and Barring¬ 
ton. Specimens from Jamestown, Newport Co., have also been seen. 

Geranium Robertianum L. Tiverton. Rich soil of wooded 
hillsides. Infrequent. 

Cryptotaenia canadensis (L.) i >C. Lincoln. Well within its 
range, but all stations in southern Mass, and R. I. are worth recording. 

Cornus canadensis L. Tiverton. Rocky pasture thicket. 

Visited several years in succession. Cautious inquiry gave no 
indication that the plants were not native, and the wildness of the 
country and the nature of the people w r ere not conducive to the 
sentiment of transplantation. On the second visit a competent 
botanist was taken to confirm the record. 
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Listed from Portsmouth, R. I., nearly forty years ago. 

Hottonia inflata Ell. Tiverton. Stagnant or quiet waters of 
ponds and streams. Although more than a dozen stations are known 
in southeastern Mass., the R. I. records for this plant are not numer¬ 
ous. 

Samolus floribundus HB lv. Bristol. In brackish mud. Not¬ 
withstanding the wide and peculiar distribution of this species, the 
New England stations are comparatively few and scattered. 

Limosella subulata Ives. Little Compton. In sandy mud and 
shallow water of pond, near ocean. Also reported from the town of 
Narragansett, and from Providence. A rare and local plant and 
always interesting. 

Aster concolor L. South Kingston. Dry, sandy loam of pastures, 
and on banks of glacial till. Several stations scattered along the South 
Shore between Wakefield and Westerly. Also recorded from this 
general region, but farther inland, near Worden’s Pond. 

A very handsome plant, often with thick, cylindrical clusters of 
pink-violet flowers changing to deep blue-violet when pressed. The 
range of this plant—eastern Mass, (including Nantucket), Rhode 
Island and southward—adds to its interest. 

Mikania scandens (L.) Willd. Tiverton. Another plant of wide 
distribution, but not frequently collected. 

Onopordum Acantiiium L. Prudence Id.: a small colony in 
barren pasture. Providence: a large colony, in waste ground, east 
side of the city. Lincoln: a single, villainous looking shrub, 6 or 7 
feet tall and nearly as wide, existed, a few years ago, in this town. 
Apparently an introduction of rare and local occurrence. 

Boston Society of Natural History. 


THE IDENTITY OF ERIOPHORUM CALLITRIX. 

M. L. Fernald. 

One of the most characteristic members of Eriophoruin § Vaginata 
in northeastern America—from Baffinland and Labrador to Atha¬ 
basca, south on bogs and in spruce swamps to Newfoundland, Nova 
Scotia, southern New England, the mountains of Pennsylvania, 
northern Indiana and Wisconsin—is the Harestail, the densely 
cespitose species which by early American authors was identified 







